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Von Steve Berry : The Venetian Betrayal: Book 3 (Cotton Malone Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Venetian Betrayal: Book 3 (Cotton Malone Series): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Takes a 
bit of getting into but well worth the effortVon Mark O'NeillThis book initially took a bit of getting into and I feared 
that I wouldn't be able to finish it. But the more I kept reading, the more I became more and more engrossed in it. So 
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don't be put off if the start feels a bit hard or unwieldy. Keep going!In this book, the historical subject and subject of 
the conspiracy is Alexander The Great. As usual, Berry introduces a secret society into the story - the Venetian 
League - which makes me feel as if I am surrounded on all sides by secret societies and ruthless assassins!Berry also 
introduces a fictional country - The Central Asian Federation - made up of former Russian republics who have all 
banded together to form one country, under the dictatorship of Supreme Minister Irina Zovastina. Zovastina is a huge 
fan of Alexander and the Iliad and she is determined to find Alexander's grave. To this end, she instructs two of her 
men to find and take by force eight elephant medallions which were once the property of Alexander. She is convinced 
that these medallions hold the clue to what really happened to Alexander in his final days.But she begins to attact the 
wrong kind of attention in the form of the US Government and once again, Cotton Malone, Cassiopeia Vitt and Henrik 
Thorvaldson find themselves fighting one of the world's biggest dictators for control of the Middle East. Added to the 
mix is a colleague of Zovastina's who is a multi-billionaire and head of the Venetian League. He is convinced he has 
found the cure for AIDS and he wants to make billions from it. But will Zovastina let him live long enough for that to 
happen?A superb addition to the Berry series and I can't wait for the next one to come out in the next couple of 
months.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. top notch - Steve Berry simply does not disappoint 
his readerVon AmelrodeI have to admit that Steve Berry is fast becoming one of my favourite authors. He just does 
not disappoint his readers.No. 6 in the Cotton Malone mysteries is not exception. As in the previous five novels Steve 
Berry offers the reader a fast moving plot linking present and past. It is a gripping plot from page No. 1 onwards. The 
plot is slightly weird and amusing: if one puts it very short: a power hungry dyke and head of state who fancied herself 
as the new Alexander the Great goes for world domination and an HIV cure to save her estranged and HIV infected 
lover. At the same time an equally power hungry financial cartel tries to dominate the world markets. All before the 
background of a new super power in Asia. There is enough background to make it not too unrealistic while at the same 
time keeps it clearly in the realm of a novel.The chapters are short and easy to read and one simply wants to know 
what happens next. The main characters are the same as in books 1 to 5 and they develop further, becoming rounder 
and more human. It is not the so often lovingly portrait US vision of the (male) hero saving all on his own the world. 
Here it is a team, male and female, strong, but weak as well who fight the evil. But Steve Berry writes in such a way 
that one does not need to have read the first five novels in order to understand these characters. This novel is sequence 
but stands as well alone and makes perfect sense.All in all, I just loved to be entertained by Steve Berry's writing: top 
notch. I am looking forward to his next novel.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. top notch - 
Steve Berry simply does not disappoint his readerVon AmelrodeI have to admit that Steve Berry is fast becoming one 
of my favourite authors. He just does not disappoint his readers.No. 6 in the Cotton Malone mysteries is not exception. 
As in the previous five novels Steve Berry offers the reader a fast moving plot linking present and past. It is a gripping 
plot from page No. 1 onwards. The plot is slightly weird and amusing: if one puts it very short: a power hungry dyke 
and head of state who fancied herself as the new Alexander the Great goes for world domination and an HIV cure to 
save her estranged and HIV infected lover. At the same time an equally power hungry financial cartel tries to dominate 
the world markets. All before the background of a new super power in Asia. There is enough background to make it 
not too unrealistic while at the same time keeps it clearly in the realm of a novel.The chapters are short and easy to 
read and one simply wants to know what happens next. The main characters are the same as in books 1 to 5 and they 
develop further, becoming rounder and more human. It is not the so often lovingly portrait US vision of the (male) 
hero saving all on his own the world. Here it is a team, male and female, strong, but weak as well who fight the evil. 
But Steve Berry writes in such a way that one does not need to have read the first five novels in order to understand 
these characters. This novel is sequence but stands as well alone and makes perfect sense.All in all, I just loved to be 
entertained by Steve Berry's writing: top notch.

KurzbeschreibungA pacy international thriller with a historical twist, from the New York Times bestselling 
author.Cotton Malone is back and the stakes were never higher: a deadly virus that could wipe out civilisation as we 
know it - and a cure that lies buried in the past.The Venetian League, a secret group of 45 political and economic 
leaders from around the world, has joined forces with a coalition of former Soviet republics to create a potentially 
devastating biological weapon, a bird flu-like virus that has been artificially mutated to pass from human to human. 
Whoever develops the cure would control the future of global warfare. Yet that cure may have been discovered 
centuries ago, and if so the clue to the location of the formula lies buried with Alexander the Great.When Cotton 
Malone's former companion Cassiopeia Vitt hears about it, she and Cotton join the hunt for Alexander's long-lost 
tomb, and what at first seems to Cotton a wild quest for the answer to a perplexing historical riddle becomes a 
harrowing fight for truth that has unimaginable repercussions, both geopolitical and terrifyingly 
personal.PressestimmenLocating the tomb of Alexander the Great has held a fascination for archaeologists and 
historians ever since his death in 323 BC and it makes perfect plot fodder for this action-packed thriller. Fast paced 
and engaging. (Sunday Express)Proves once again that he has a genuine feel for the factual gaps that give history its 



tantalizing air of the unknown (New York Times)Berry has gotten better and more ambitious with each of his 
books...the last 100 pages are as fast-paced as you are likely to find in a novel this year (bookreporter.com)'Pure 
intrigue. Pure fun.' (Clive Cussler on Steve Berry)'A major twist... the puzzles are so much fun... radical thinking of 
the Gospels that's sure to spark some lively debate . . . pretty grabby stuff' (Wall Street Journal on THE TEMPLAR 
LEGACY)'Complex and fast-moving thriller writing, delivered with a great deal of dash, and shades of The Da Vinci 
Code' (Good Book Guide on THE TEMPLAR LEGACY)Sexy, illuminating . . . my kind of thriller. (Dan Brown on 
THE AMBER ROOM)'Not to be missed. Anagrams and complicated symbology... a complex, well-written, and 
extremely readable story.' (Library Journal on THE TEMPLAR LEGACY)'Writes with the self-assured style of a 
veteran' (Dan Brown)Steve Berry is a writer on the rise. (David Morrell, author of NIGHTSCAPE and 
CREEPERS)Conspiracies and plots abound . . . Berry handles his thriller tradecraft skilfully, [and] his descriptions are 
stellar. (Booklist on THE THIRD SECRET)International intrigue, swashbuckling action, indestructible hero from the 
American South. . . . Not to be missed. (Kirkus s, on THE ROMANOV PROPHECY)Pressestimmen'Pure intrigue. 
Pure fun.' -- Clive Cussler on Steve Berry 'A major twist... the puzzles are so much fun... radical thinking of the 
Gospels that's sure to spark some lively debate ... pretty grabby stuff' -- Wall Street Journal on THE TEMPLAR 
LEGACY 'Complex and fast-moving thriller writing, delivered with a great deal of dash, and shades of The Da Vinci 
Code' -- Good Book Guide on THE TEMPLAR LEGACY 'Sexy, illuminating ... my kind of thriller.' -- Dan Brown on 
THE AMBER ROOM 'Writes with the self-assured style of a veteran' -- Dan Brown 'Not to be missed. Anagrams and 
complicated symbology... a complex, well-written, and extremely readable story.' -- Library Journal on THE 
TEMPLAR LEGACY 'Steve Berry is a writer on the rise.' -- David Morrell, author of NIGHTSCAPE and CREEPERS 
'Conspiracies and plots abound ... Berry handles his thriller tradecraft skilfully, [and] his descriptions are stellar.' -- 
Booklist on THE THIRD SECRET 'International intrigue, swashbuckling action, indestructible hero from the 
American South... Not to be missed.' -- Kirkus s, on THE ROMANOV PROPHECY 


