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Von Agatha Christie: The Unexpected Guest before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Unexpected Guest:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. |
enjoyed itVon Brendalt's November in South Wales. A stranded motorist walks up on a house for help, but finds a
murder instead. And so Christie's play, The Unexpected Guest, now novelized by Charles Osborne, begins. The
gentleman, Mark Starkwedder, after knocking, walks into an unlocked terrace door in hopes of calling for help, what
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he stumbles on is Richard Warwick dead in hiswheel chair, and the wife, Laura Warwick, standing in the dark with
the gun. | don't want to go any further because the rest is vital to the mystery and how it gets so out of control.
Included in the mystery are Mr. Warwick's mother, a brother, avalet, a housekeeper, a nurse, a neighbor, a Chief
Inspector, and a detective. Each character isintroduced and each part is vital to the plot. The plot is classic British
traditional with 9/10 of the scenes being played out in one room (map included), characters coming and going, a
moody Chief Inspector, a mellow detective, and alot of impressive curves, with the ending being the ultimate
curve.Charles Osborne has done his best to novelize arare treat, and in my humble opinion, he did agrand job. The
scenes and conversation, to me, were true to the play, amost to the point that, while reading, | could envision the
characters on stage. Now |'ve heard the complaints-- "It'sto slow.” "It's to confined.” Well, it was a play, and that is
the reasoning for the limited movement and conversation. | think readers should appreciate that Mr. Osborne has
brought to life another wonderful Christie mystery. It's agreat Christie fix for those fans that have read or seen al her
mysteries.Charles Osborne is an authority on theater and opera. Heis also awriter and has authored The Life and
Crimes of Agatha Christie and novelized Agatha Christie's other play, Black Coffee.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Excellent Christie adaptationVon Ein KundeOn a very foggy night in Wales, Michael
Starkwedder runs his car into a ditch. He goes to the nearest house where he finds Laura Warwick who confessesto
having murdered her husband, Richard, a person confined to awheelchair.Instead of calling the police, he coaxes
Laurainto telling her story. She provides him with the details of why and how she killed her abusive spouse. Michael
agrees to help her hide the truth by blaming it on someone else. Laura chooses MacGregor. The Canadian tourist hates
Richard for running over his child in a DUI incident in which the law dropped the charges against the pompous
Richard. Sergeant Cadwallader and Inspector Thomas investigate only to learn that the Canadian died two years ago.
What isthe nest step for Michael and Laura?BLACK COFFEE, the latest adaptation of an Agatha Christie play, was
an entertaining novellathat fans fully enjoyed. The second "Agathalight" tale, THE UNEXPECTED GUEST, isan
entertaining story that continues to stays true to the twists that became the trademark of the great Ms. Christie. Charles
Oshorne does a brilliant conversion that will please fans of the famous novelist and bring in new readers who will hunt
for one-hundred per cent pure Christie works.Harriet Klausnerl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Not too badV on Luc DuteauAlthough thisis a story plotted by Agatha Christie, Charles Osborne novelized
it. He does a somewhat good job at it, although | felt that "Black Coffee" was alot better. The action is rather slow
going. The characters could've been more devel opped too. Overall, a disappointing, quick read. If you're a big fan of
Christie, do yourself afavor and wait for the paperback...

KurzbeschreibungA young man, broken down in the fog, witnesses a murder he is asked to conceal A full-length novel
adapted by Charles Osborne from Agatha Christies acclaimed play.When a stranger runs his car into a ditch in dense
fog in South Wales and makes his way to an isolated house, he discovers a woman standing over the dead body of her
wheel chair-bound husband, gun in her hand. She admits to murder, and the unexpected guest offers to help her
concoct acover story.But isit possible that Laura Warwick did not commit the murder after all? If so, who is she
shielding? The victims young half-brother or his dying matriarchal mother? Lauras lover? Perhaps the father of the
little boy killed in an accident for which Warwick was responsible? The house seems full of possible suspectsTHE
UNEXPECTED GUEST is considered to be one of the finest of Christies plays. Hailed as another Mousetrap when it
opened on 12 August 1958 in the West End, it ran for 604 performances over the succeeding 18 months and has been
staged many times around the world over the last 40 years.From Publishers WeeklyAs he did with Black Coffee
(1998), Oshorne has taken one of Christie's original play scripts and turned it into a (slight) novel. For those who can't
see the play in production or who find a script dull or difficult reading, Osborne's adaptation may fill a need. But
Osborne has added little flesh to the bones of the drama, which, with its single-room setting, absolutely retains the feel
of aplay merely masquerading as a novel rather than transformed into one. That's not all bad, as this novelization
preserves the lightning-quick pace of the original. Christie's play had its premierein 1958, yet remains undated by the
passing years. When a stranger having car trouble at night on alonely road enters a house through the French windows
of its study, he finds an invalid who has been shot dead and a woman (his wife) standing nearby and holding a gun.
Apparently on impulse, the stranger decides to help the woman hide her crime. Those two plus a small castAthe
victim's mother; the victim's teenage half-brother; his housekeeper/secretary; and his male nurseAparade
kaleidoscopically in and out of the study with two investigating police officers. Christie cleverly shifts suspicion and
parcels out new facts and perspectives in marvelous fashion, proving ingeniously that the obviousisn't always obvious.
(Oct.) Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistLike a martini--crisp, dry, sophisticated, habit-
forming, ever-so-dlightly dated--Christite's smoothly polished mysteries go down easy. This one was written as a stage
play, first performed in 1958, and is here adapted into novel form by Osborne, who last year published a novelization
of Christie's Black Coffee. Like Christie's endlessly running Mousetrap, the plot hereis full of twists around asingle
room, with people who are not what they seem. Michael Starkwedder's car runsinto a ditch in Wales in the fog, and



when he opens the French doors of the nearest house he finds an attractive woman with agun in her hand, and the very
dead corpse of her husband in awheelchair in the same room. Mentally deficient relatives, loyal and twisted servants,
patient inspectors, family secrets, and dramatic dialogue will satisfy all devotees of Christie's neat plotting, even
without either Poirot or Marple. Ready for the beach or the fireside. GraceAnne A. DeCandido



