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Von Elmore Leonard : The Switch: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Switch: A Novel: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Kidnapping of a Tennis MomVon Alfred J. KwakThis gripping crime story is about two wealthy and two ambitious 
criminals in Motown, Detroit in the late 1970's. Real estate developer Frank and his cute wife Margaret ("Mickey") 
have been married for 15 years, but cracks are appearing. Frank is drinking too much, verbally abusive and not always 
where he claims to be. Mickey is a sweet, non-confrontational, faithful wife who devotes much of her time to their 13-
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year old son Bo, a tennis talent. She is a tennis mom.Ordell Robbie (OR) gives his friend Louis Gara (LG) a tour of 
Detroit upon his release from prison to show him what is new, incl. the derelict tenement buildings renovated with his 
help: OR supplied much of the building materials and appliances by arranging them to be stolen from other building 
sites. He has done pretty well over the years and thinks he can do still better. He knows the man he deals with in his 
materials racket is a straw man. The real big man is not on any billboard or letterhead, but is taking monthly trips to 
the Bahamas to move a small fortune from his cash-paying renters beyond the grasp of the tax authorities.OR and LG 
agree simple blackmail is not enough to force the tycoon to turn over a cool million to them. So they decide to kidnap 
his wife. And she is Mickey...Will it work? How will she react? Will Frank pay? How will the criminal duo's third 
accomplice, a fat, smelly, dumb and unemployed neo-Nazi, perform?Elmore Leonard (EL) is a superlative writer. He 
combines a deep fascination with senseless violence, human stupidity and doomed individual ambition with awesome 
plotting skills and dialogues. His often sorry protagonists always come across as completely authentic. He has rightly 
been called the Grand Master of American crime writing. Every one of his books (many turned into Hollywood films) 
is a great work of entertainment and a study of America's underclass.Finally, EL produced a sequel to this book, called 
"Rum Punch", 13 years after this book was published. Quentin Tarantino directed the very succesful film version of 
"Rum Punch" under the title "Jackie Brown", with Robert de Niro and Samuel L. Jackson as Louis Gara and Ordell 
Robbie. A "prequel" movie of "The Switch" with the same star actors(?)is planned.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Switch to this book nowVon David BaldwinThis is possibly the most enjoyable Leonard 
novel I have read. It really is superb, mixing violence and humour to great effect. The story is streamlined, with no 
unnecessary characters or plotlines, and the jokes are very funny. The ending is especially enjoyable, the type of 
ending you wish for but know that the author won't deliver...unless it's Elmore Leonard. It really ties things up nicely, 
and there's not a cliche or stereotype to be seen. That's what makes Leonard so enjoyable...it's believable people doing 
believable things. Funny, clever, engrossing. I couldn't put it down, and that's a cliche I don't mind using...0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Loved the characters!Von float@ibm.netAfter encountering Ordell 
Robbie and Louie Gara in the book Rum Punch, I was greatly pleased when I found them in this previous book. 
Leonard makes his people real and the plots are entirely plausible.The dialogue is crisp and to the point.You feel that 
Robbie is someone you've met on the street. This the strength of Leonard's writing.The ending is a hoot, but 
predictable.

KurzbeschreibungMy favorite Leonard book.He writes the way Hammett and Chandler might write today, if they 
sharpened their senses of ironic humor and grew better ears for dialogue. Dallas Morning NewsThe best writer of 
crime fiction alive. NewsweekDangerously eccentric characters, razor-sharp black humor, brilliant dialog, and 
suspense all rolled into one tight packagethats The Switch, Elmore Leonards classic tale of a kidnapping gone wrongor 
terribly right, depending on how you look at it. The Grand Master whom the New York Times Book calls, the greatest 
crime writer of our time, perhaps ever, has written a wry and twisting tale that any of the other all-time greatsDashiell 
Hammett, Raymond Chandler, John D. MacDonald, James M. Cain, Robert Parkerevery noir author who ever walked 
a detective, cop, or criminal into a shadowy alleywould be thrilled to call their own. Leonard, the man who has given 
us U.S. Marshal Raylan Givens (currently starring in TVs Justified) is at his storytelling best, as a spurned wife 
decides to take a rightfuland profitablerevenge on her deceiving hubby by teaming up with the two thugs he hired to 
abduct her.PressestimmenThe greatest crime writer of our time, perhaps ever! (The New York Times Book )An 
absolute master. (The Detroit News)KurzbeschreibungMy favorite Leonard book.He writes the way Hammett and 
Chandler might write today, if they sharpened their senses of ironic humor and grew better ears for dialogue. Dallas 
Morning NewsThe best writer of crime fiction alive. NewsweekDangerously eccentric characters, razor-sharp black 
humor, brilliant dialog, and suspense all rolled into one tight packagethats The Switch, Elmore Leonards classic tale of 
a kidnapping gone wrongor terribly right, depending on how you look at it. The Grand Master whom the New York 
Times Book calls, the greatest crime writer of our time, perhaps ever, has written a wry and twisting tale that any of 
the other all-time greatsDashiell Hammett, Raymond Chandler, John D. MacDonald, James M. Cain, Robert 
Parkerevery noir author who ever walked a detective, cop, or criminal into a shadowy alleywould be thrilled to call 
their own. Leonard, the man who has given us U.S. Marshal Raylan Givens (currently starring in TVs Justified) is at 
his storytelling best, as a spurned wife decides to take a rightfuland profitablerevenge on her deceiving hubby by 
teaming up with the two thugs he hired to abduct her. 


