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Von Michael Marshall : The Straw Men (The Straw Men Trilogy, Book 1) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Straw Men (The Straw Men Trilogy, Book 1):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A good
one that could have been betterVon Gerd RuebenstrunkA very good thriller - | read the book in one go. It's a pity that
Marshall losesit in the final chapters - a bit too much conspiracy theory and a predictable ending. Nevertheless, his


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002RI9PG8

writing is excellent, and most of the characters are quite believable (if not al of the plot). Only the main villainisa
cardboard character full of clichs. Still, it's more value for your money than the latest offerings from Patterson et al.

KurzbeschreibungMichael Marshall's unique voice adds a chilling intensity to the serial-killer plot, combining
dazzling narrative, awhite-hot pace and a deeply disturbing backdrop of conspiracy.Sarah triesto struggle, but the
man holds her. The scream never makes it out of her throat. 'Nobody watching,' the man says with hateful calm. 'l
made it thisway. | can walk where nobody sees.Sarah Becker is the fifth girl to be abducted by this maniac. Judging
from the state of the bodies that have been found, her long hair will be hacked off and she will be tortured. She has
about aweek to live.Former LA homicide detective John Zandt has an inside track on the perpetrator his own daughter
was one of hisvictims two years ago.But the key to Sarah's whereabouts lies with Ward Hopkins, a man with a past so
secret not even he knows about it. His parents have just died in a car accident, but they leave Ward a bizarre message
that leads him to question everything he once believed to be true.As he begins to investigate his own past Ward finds
himself drawn into the shadowy, sinister world of the Straw Men and into the desperate race to find Sarah, before her
time runs out..deWith The Straw Men, Michael Marshall Smith moves impressively from being a promising author of
surreal mid-list novels which draw equally on sf, fantasy and noir thriller into new and even darker territory. Teenage
Sarah iskidnapped in LA and subjected to the endless mad rants of the man who has nailed her under the floorboards,
who is slowly starving her as he has others before. Burned-out cop Zandt, whose own daughter was taken and never
seen again, is called back into the investigation by his FBI ex-mistress. Drunken, off-the-rails, ex-CIA Wade
investigates the things which do not add up in the deaths of the parents he did not know as well as he thought he did.
Thisis abook whose ambiguously heroic heroes share an almost comic ruthlessness with its villains and yet which
never ceases to draw a clear line between the merely wrong and the profoundly wicked. Along the way, both the
nature of the underlying conspiracy and the smart moves needed to track it down are created with remorseless
ingenuity. Marshall Smith has the skill to create motives and moves that are at once insane, plausible and
contemporary. --Roz Kaveney.co.ukWith The Straw Men, Michael Marshall Smith moves impressively from being a
promising author of surreal mid-list novels which draw equally on sf, fantasy and noir thriller into new and even
darker territory. Teenage Sarah is kidnapped in LA and subjected to the endless mad rants of the man who has nailed
her under the floorboards, who is slowly starving her as he has others before. Burned-out cop Zandt, whose own
daughter was taken and never seen again, is called back into the investigation by his FBI ex-mistress. Drunken, off-the-
rails, ex-CIA Wade investigates the things which do not add up in the deaths of the parents he did not know aswell as
he thought he did. Thisis a book whose ambiguously heroic heroes share an almost comic ruthlessness with itsvillains
and yet which never ceases to draw aclear line between the merely wrong and the profoundly wicked. Along the way,
both the nature of the underlying conspiracy and the smart moves needed to track it down are created with remorseless
ingenuity. Marshall Smith has the skill to create motives and moves that are at once insane, plausible and
contemporary. --Roz Kaveney



