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Von Reginald Hill : The Stranger House  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Stranger House: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen10 von 10 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. PART 
ENGLISH HISTORY...PART ENGLISH MYSTERY...Von lawyeraauThis is a marvelous and beautifully realized 
work of fiction. As someone who enjoys mysteries, as well as historical fiction and gothic novels of suspense, I was 
quite taken with this book. Intricately plotted, the book is clever in its premise. Two disparate human beings, a highly 
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independent, red-headed slip of a woman, Samantha Flood, Australian by birth, and a serious, fervently religious 
Spaniard, Miguel Madero, who is half-English, find themselves thrust together, as each explores the tiny, remote 
Cumbrian village of Illthwaite in England, looking for answers to their individual quests. Both are in Illthwaite to get 
information relative to that which each is seeking. Both are staying in the local inn, called The Stranger 
House.Samantha is a brilliant but brash mathematician in her early twenties. Fondly known as Sam to her friends, she 
is interested in tracing her familial roots. She has recently discovered that her paternal grandmother was from this part 
of the world, having been a part of a huge number of children migrants that had been unceremoniously shipped from 
England to other parts of its Empire, including Australia. Samantha is interested in finding out more about her paternal 
grandmother and the mystery surrounding her.Miguel, or Mig, as he is known to his family and friends, is the scion of 
a well-known house of vintners in Spain and is in his late twenties. He is a former seminarian who has suffered from 
manifestations of what he believes to be stigmata. He also, on occasion, sees ghostly manifestations or visions. 
Recovering from a serious alpine accident that nearly killed him, he is now in Illthwaite ostensibly to do research for 
his thesis on the experience of English Catholics during the Reformation. He is, however, actually in Illthwaite to find 
out more about an ancestor of his who mysteriously disappeared there centuries ago during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I.In Illthwaite, Both Sam and Mig find themselves up against obstacles placed in their way. It seems that its 
residents are not totally forthcoming or are reluctant to part with information relative to their respective quests. What 
they each individually discover is that things are not always as they seem in Illthwaite. Moreover, their divergent 
interests are more intertwined than they could ever have imagined. They will discover that they have more in common 
than they realized, having come full circle in a cosmic design not of their making.This book has well-drawn characters 
that come alive under the author's expert hand. The plot is unusual, as well as complex, containing many layers that 
the discerning reader will enjoy exploring. Well-written, as well as intricately plotted, this book crosses a number of 
genres. With its supernatural portents, historical underpinnings, underlying mystery, as well as its gothic type suspense 
and sensibilities, infused with just a dollop of romance, this book will appeal to those readers who favor these genres. 
In particular, I found the parts of the book that transcended into historical fiction to be the most compelling. This is not 
a book for everyone, but to those for whom its themes have inherent appeal, it is a book to be relished.0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. PART ENGLISH HISTORY...PART ENGLISH MYSTERY...Von 
lawyeraauThis is a marvelous and beautifully realized work of fiction. As someone who enjoys mysteries, as well as 
historical fiction and gothic novels of suspense, I was quite taken with this book. Intricately plotted, the book is clever 
in its premise. Two disparate human beings, a highly independent, red-headed slip of a woman, Samantha Flood, 
Australian by birth, and a serious, fervently religious Spaniard, Miguel Madero, who is half-English, find themselves 
thrust together, as each explores the tiny, remote Cumbrian village of Illthwaite in England, looking for answers to 
their individual quests. Both are in Illthwaite to get information relative to that which each is seeking. Both are staying 
in the local inn, called The Stranger House.Samantha is a brilliant but brash mathematician in her early twenties. 
Fondly known as Sam to her friends, she is interested in tracing her familial roots. She has recently discovered that her 
paternal grandmother was from this part of the world, having been a part of a huge number of children migrants that 
had been unceremoniously shipped from England to other parts of its Empire, including Australia. Samantha is 
interested in finding out more about her paternal grandmother and the mystery surrounding her.Miguel, or Mig, as he 
is known to his family and friends, is the scion of a well-known house of vintners in Spain and is in his late twenties. 
He is a former seminarian who has suffered from manifestations of what he believes to be stigmata. He also, on 
occasion, sees ghostly manifestations or visions. Recovering from a serious alpine accident that nearly killed him, he is 
now in Illthwaite ostensibly to do research for his thesis on the experience of English Catholics during the 
Reformation. He is, however, actually in Illthwaite to find out more about an ancestor of his who mysteriously 
disappeared there centuries ago during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.In Illthwaite, Both Sam and Mig find themselves 
up against obstacles placed in their way. It seems that its residents are not totally forthcoming or are reluctant to part 
with information relative to their respective quests. What they each individually discover is that things are not always 
as they seem in Illthwaite. Moreover, their divergent interests are more intertwined than they could ever have 
imagined. They will discover that they have more in common than they realized, having come full circle in a cosmic 
design not of their making.This book has well-drawn characters that come alive under the author's expert hand. The 
plot is unusual, as well as complex, containing many layers that the discerning reader will enjoy exploring. Well-
written, as well as intricately plotted, this book crosses a number of genres. With its supernatural portents, historical 
underpinnings, underlying mystery, as well as its gothic type suspense and sensibilities, infused with just a dollop of 
romance, this book will appeal to those readers who favor these genres. In particular, I found the parts of the book that 
transcended into historical fiction to be the most compelling. This is not a book for everyone, but to those for whom its 
themes have inherent appeal, it is a book to be relished.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Brilliant prose and a good storyVon P. W.Reginald Hill's books are wonderful to read as his command of English is 
profound.Add to which an interesting story and it is hard to put down.One of my favourite authors



KurzbeschreibungA stunning psychological thriller set in Cumbria past and present, from the award-winning author of 
the Dalziel and Pascoe seriesThings move slowly in the tiny Cumbrian village of Illthwaite, but all that's about to 
change.Post-grad Sam Flood and historian Miguel Mercado first meet at The Stranger House, Illwaithes local inn. Sam 
is there to find information on her grandmother, who left four decades before, while Migs research stretches back to 
the English Reformation, four centuries ago.The pair have nothing in common, yet their paths become increasingly 
entangled as they pursue their separate quests. Together they will discover who to trust and who to fear in this ancient 
village where the inhabitants are determined to keep the past buried.From Publishers WeeklyFans of the witty 
Dalziel/Pascoe police procedurals (Good Morning, Midnight, etc.) by Diamond Daggerwinner Hill may be nonplussed 
by this stand-alone, a mix of historical mystery, gothic romance, ghost story and tutorial on religion and Norse 
mythology. Samantha "Sam" Flood, an Australian mathematics whiz, visits the isolated British village of Illthwaite 
before attending graduate school at Cambridge, hoping to discover the origins of her grandmother who emigrated from 
the place as a child. Miguel "Mig" Madero, a former novice priest now a history scholar, seeks the link between an 
ancestor who disappeared during the Spanish Armada defeat and a Catholic Illthwaite family. The villagers, quirky 
and devious, seem to know more than they'll reveal. Sam and Mig, initially antagonistic, join forces when their quests 
intersect. Spanning four centuries and related by several narrators, who slowly clarify the mystery, the book is too long 
and repetitive and seasoned with wild coincidences. Still, the engrossing historical background, especially Elizabeth I's 
campaign to eliminate English Catholicism, more than compensates. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division 
of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist*Starred * Twentysomething Aussie math whiz Samantha 
Flood has fiery red hair and a fierce determination to learn the truth about her paternal grandmother, an orphan shipped 
from her native England to Australia under suspicious circumstances. Sober Spaniard Miguel Madero, who 
experiences ghostly visions and painful sensations in his feet and hands, has abandoned pursuit of the priesthood to 
engage in research about English Catholics during the Reformation. The paths of Samantha and Miguel (known to all 
as "Mig") cross in the tiny English village of Illthwaite, home to the Stranger House, an inn that has hosted weary 
travelers for more than 500 years. Samantha and Mig, an unlikely duo, are drawn to one another as each discovers 
secrets simmering beneath the surface of Illthwaite's deceptively serene facade. Creator of the critically acclaimed 
suspense series starring Yorkshire policemen Andy Dalziel and Peter Pascoe, Hill has rendered a stellar stand-alone 
packed with compelling characters, provocative plot twists, and a potent sense of place. "There's two histories of 
Illthwaite," says Noddy Melton, a quirky retired copper who regales Samantha with revealing yarns. "The official one, 
the kind that gets printed in books . . and the true history that only gets written in people's minds." Allison 
BlockCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


