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Von William Golding : The Spire: With an introduction by John Mullan (English Edition)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Spire: With an introduction by John 
Mullan (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. One of 
the finest novels in the English canon.Von Ein KundeWilliam Golding's reach in this novel is prodigious. Not only 
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does he demonstrate that the one historical constant is human nature, he also manages to flesh out the scope of 
behaviour admitted in one particlar human being. The novel takes the reader back in time and to an historically, as 
well as geographically, foreign place. It deals with how human beings cope with pain, loss, ambition, vision and the 
tenderest of feelings. The novel is a tour de force.0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Golding 
GeniusVon Ein KundeThis book is a masterpiece , Golding really has the Knack of personifying his characters and 
Ideas in a way that the reader can relate to. A book about the struggle between one man and his ambition his obsession 
with one building one dream, In which nothing else matters. Truly a classic. Inspiring...0 von 3 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. a great disappointmentVon Ein KundeI was very disappointed by William Golding's 
novel The Spire. Golding, whose most famous book is Lord of the Flies, tells in The Spire the story of an Dean 
Jocelin's obsession to add a 400-foot tall spire to his English Cathedral. All, including the builder, tell Jocelin that this 
is impossible, as the building lacks adequate foundation. Nonetheless, Jocelin persists, going mad in the process. 
While much of the writing and language of this book is first-rate, I found it difficult to either pay attention or follow 
the plot. I found myself rereading many parts of the book with no greater comprehension than the first time through. 
For me, this was one of those books which I was thankful was short.

Kurzbeschreibung'...the folly isn't mine. It's God's Folly. Even in the old days He never asked men to do what was 
reasonable. Men can do that for themselves. They can buy and sell, heal and govern. But then out of some deep place 
comes the command to do what makes no sense at all - to build a ship on dry land; to sit among the dunghills; to marry 
a whore; to set their son on the altar of sacrifice. Then, if men have faith, a new thing comes.'Dean Jocelin has a 
vision: that God has chosen him to erect a great spire on his cathedral. His mason anxiously advises against it, for the 
old cathedral was built without foundations. Nevertheless, the spire rises octagon upon octagon, pinnacle by pinnacle, 
until the stone pillars shriek and the ground beneath it swims. Its shadow falls ever darker on the world below, and on 
Dean Jocelin in particular.Kurzbeschreibung'...the folly isn't mine. It's God's Folly. Even in the old days He never 
asked men to do what was reasonable. Men can do that for themselves. They can buy and sell, heal and govern. But 
then out of some deep place comes the command to do what makes no sense at all - to build a ship on dry land; to sit 
among the dunghills; to marry a whore; to set their son on the altar of sacrifice. Then, if men have faith, a new thing 
comes.'Dean Jocelin has a vision: that God has chosen him to erect a great spire on his cathedral. His mason anxiously 
advises against it, for the old cathedral was built without foundations. Nevertheless, the spire rises octagon upon 
octagon, pinnacle by pinnacle, until the stone pillars shriek and the ground beneath it swims. Its shadow falls ever 
darker on the world below, and on Dean Jocelin in particular.Synopsis A paperback edition of a novel first published 
in 1964 which presents a portrait of one man's possessed will, and of the towering folly he creates. 


