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Von Paul Bowles : The Sheltering Sky  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Sheltering Sky: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. dry,not 
quakingVon Ein Kundewhat an experience! well worth the time to read.forget the movie..some parts are unbelievable; 
but thats bowles..this is a great book to start you on the path to becoming a "beat"-nik..the heat..the sand..what a 
lifestyle! wouldn't it be interesting if you could just travel for months, years,decades, at a time and still remember what 
you are running away from? you can run, but you can't hide.history, time and place are always a part of your 
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present..bowles is one cool dead dude..try other works by him as you listen to loreena mckennitt and think about going 
to work tomorrow..ENJOY!3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Polished To PerfectionVon Ein 
KundeIn Paul Bowles' The Sheltering Sky, three still-young Americans travel to the post WWII North African desert 
in search of themselves and new experiences.Port and Kit Moresby, in the tenth year of marriage, have become both 
sexually and emotionally estranged, and Port hopes their sojourn into the desert will bring them closer together and 
restore the love they once shared. Kit, not so keen on either the desert or Port, has nevertheless agreed to Port's wishes, 
albeit reluctantly. The third person in their party, their friend, George Tunner, accompanies them more on a whim than 
anything else.Seeking the exotic, the trio really doesn't know what to do with it when they find it. The sun is too 
bright, the labyrinth of city streets too dark, the excess of sensual delights a surfeit that imprisons rather than 
frees.Becoming more and more dissatisfied with both themselves and with those around them, they decide to leave the 
restrictiveness of the city behind and venture farther south, into the wild, harsh, dazzling beauty of the Sahara. They 
meet the Lyles, ostensibly mother and son, who claim to be writing a travel book but whose real business appears to be 
far more sinister, much like the duo's own obsessive Freudian tangles.Port, who at first, found himself drawn 
inexorably to the beauty and remoteness of the Sahara, soon becomes violently ill and dies, and Kit, grateful to be 
rescued by a passing, enigmatic Arab, finds that things are not always as they seem. Her rescuer becomes her 
imprisoner, and as the sun grows ever brighter, the shadows grow deeper. The bizarre eventually becomes so real that 
Kit gradually and terrifyingly loses what fragile grip on reality she once possessed.Although The Sheltering Sky may, 
on the surface, seem like a lurid and melodramatic tale, it is anything but. A masterpiece of understatement, plot is 
always secondary to theme in Bowles' writing; the real changes take place in the minds of the characters who must 
face an immensity of experience they cannot even hope to understand much less prepare themselves for.The 
indifference of nature and the unforgiving quality of the desert also play a huge part in this story. The book could be a 
metaphor for the meaninglessness of most 20th century relationships. Port and Kit's journey into the heart of the 
Sahara mirrors our own journey into the depths of the soul and we either come back altered forever (Kit) or we don't 
come back at all (Port). It is significant that Tunner, more superficial in both his outlook and psychological makeup, 
fails to make the journey into the depths of the desert and, as such, he remains untouched by it. He emerges essentially 
the same as he was when the story began.The Sheltering Sky could have been a character study, but Bowles wisely 
eschews this venue. Although we gain flashes of insight into each character, we really don't get to know them in-depth. 
An existential novel, the characters in The Sheltering Sky are more symbolic than fully-formed, fleshed-out people. In 
a highly thematic book, however, this is exactly as it should be, and Bowles never fails to manipulate his characters 
with anything less than sheer perfection.The inner emptiness of the characters is emphasized by the incompleteness of 
their emotional experiences. Every time Port or Kit seem to be on the verge of discovering a deeper connection, to 
themselves or to each other, Bowles pulls the chair out from under the reader. The scene that best typifies this lack of 
depth is Kit's as she spends her final moments with Port following his death: "Softly she laid her cheek on the pillow 
and stroked his hair. No tears flowed, it was a silent leave-taking. A strangely intense buzzing in front of her made her 
open her eyes. She watched fascinated while two flies made their brief, frantic love on his lower lip."Although The 
Sheltering Sky is, for the most part, written in beautifully understated prose (the vivid place descriptions are the 
exception), there is nothing subtle about its message. And, while one emerges from this strange and complex novel as 
if from a dream, a little reflection makes it clear that our dreams can so easily become our nightmares.The real setting 
of The Sheltering Sky is not the vast, uncharted Sahara, but the vast, uncharted reaches of the modern soul. Like 
Bowles' characters, we won't find the journey to the depths an easy one, but if we are going to do more than live on the 
periphery of life we should, however, find the journey necessary.Polished to perfection in every way, The Sheltering 
Sky is the strangest, and most strangely familiar, book I've read in a long, long time.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. If I Could Give 10 Stars, I wouldVon Matthew SchenkerI first read this book about five 
years ago, then read it again last year. Re-reading it reminded me how many scenes had become part of my 
unconscious thinking (conversations between the main characters; descriptions of the desert; the odd mannerisms of 
some characters, especially the mother-son American expatriots; and especially the last section of the book which 
simultaneously departs from reality yet intensifies the reality that was established throughout the novel). The sense of 
how two people can be deeply in love, with a profound and needy connection, and yet be unable to form words for 
their closeness until one of them is lost, are painfully poignant in this novel. Adding to this poignancy is the idea of 
how war can drive people to a place like the Sahara--a place far away from the society where those wars were begun 
and fought--and yet take away your voice for expressing the horror that drove you there, even with your partner, who 
travelled to this far-off place with you for the same reasons. In this sense, the desert becomes a metaphor for a place 
we can all end up in, where we feel passionately, but where our "tongue turns to stone," as W.B. Yeats once wrote. In 
this book, the desert is a landscape where there are both infinite possibilities, yet a great inability to move with energy 
in any direction. Conrad's phrase, "We live, as we dream, alone," comes to mind repeatedly as you read this book.



KurzbeschreibungA beautiful paperback edition of a landmark of 20th Century literature, by acclaimed author Paul 
BowlesIn this classic work of psychological terror, Paul Bowles examines the ways in which Americans apprehend an 
alien culture--and the ways in which their incomprehension destroys them. The story of three American travelers adrift 
in the cities and deserts of North Africa after World War II, The Sheltering Sky is at once merciless and heartbreaking 
in its compassion. It etches the limits of human reason and intelligence--perhaps even the limits of human life --when 
they touch the unfathomable emptiness and impassive cruelty of the dessert..deAmerican novelist and short-story 
writer, poet, translator, classical music composer, and filmscorer Paul Bowles has lived as an expatriate for more than 
40 years in the North African nation of Morocco, a country that reaches into the vast and inhospitable Sahara Desert. 
The desert is itself a character in The Sheltering Sky, the most famous of Bowles' books, which is about three young 
Americans of the postwar generation who go on a walkabout into Northern Africa's own arid heart of darkness. In the 
process, the veneer of their lives is peeled back under the author's psychological inquiry.Pressestimmen"It stands head 
and shoulders above most other novels published in English since World War II."--"The New Republic""[The 
Sheltering Sky] is one of the most original, even visionary, works of fiction to appear in this century."--Tobias Wolff 


