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Intensely dark light in the darkVon CustomerShadow of the Torturer intensely dark light in the darkFrom the very 
first, the book attracted me. By far the best fantasy read so far this year. Never read any Gene Wolfe before, but I shall 
most certainly pursue my reading and exploration of the series.The atmosphere is unique, and picturesque - "Baroque", 
as a friend explained. I could not even begin to put words to it... but that's why people should read it it puts into words 
something raw of the imagination. The personal tone, the series of characters one encounters, the weirdness that hits 
you just as you begin to feel at home...The writing itself is also quite exceptional I have never come across such a 
variety of obscure words; it's where you wished you had done Latin or Greek at school; the Kindle dictionary doesn't 
seem to have them all. But I am assured that these words are all registered words in the English language. From that 
point of view, also a delight.But don't let the exotic words put you off. I was just fully engaged with the events and the 
characters, caught off my guard and driven by the story and the style.Give it a go. It's strange, surprising, and quite 
outstanding. Glad to have started this author.

KurzbeschreibungSeverian is a torturer, born to the guild and with an exceptionally promising career ahead of him . . . 
until he falls in love with one of his victims, a beautiful young noblewoman. Her excruciations are delayed for some 
months and, out of love, Severian helps her commit suicide and escape her fate. For a torturer, there is no more 
unforgivable act. In punishment he is exiled from the guild and his home city to the distant metropolis of Thrax with 
little more than Terminus Est, a fabled sword, to his name. Along the way he has to learn to survive in a wider world 
without the guild - a world in which he has already made both allies and enemies. And a strange gem is about to fall 
into his possession, which will only make his enemies pursue him with ever-more determination . . .Winner of the 
World Fantasy Award for best novel, 1981Winner of the BSFA Award for best novel, 1982KurzbeschreibungSeverian 
is a torturer, born to the guild and with an exceptionally promising career ahead of him . . . until he falls in love with 
one of his victims, a beautiful young noblewoman. Her excruciations are delayed for some months and, out of love, 
Severian helps her commit suicide and escape her fate. For a torturer, there is no more unforgivable act. In punishment 
he is exiled from the guild and his home city to the distant metropolis of Thrax with little more than Terminus Est, a 
fabled sword, to his name. Along the way he has to learn to survive in a wider world without the guild - a world in 
which he has already made both allies and enemies. And a strange gem is about to fall into his possession, which will 
only make his enemies pursue him with ever-more determination . . .Winner of the World Fantasy Award for best 
novel, 1981Winner of the BSFA Award for best novel, 1982Synopsis The first volume of "The Book of the New Sun". 
The Earth is old and the sun is dying. In the great Citadel of the City Imperishable, Severian - apprentice to the 
torturer's guild - betrays his oath. Exiled, he begins his phantasmagoric odyssey through the perilous world of the 
deep, distant future. 


