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Von Steven Saylor : The Seven Wonders (Ancient World) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Seven Wonders (Ancient World):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Interesting and entertainingV on GV BHaving been a big fan of John Maddox Roberts SPQR-series (in particular the
very well read German audio books) for along time, | always wanted to get to know the "other Roman sleuth” that is
Steven Saylor's Gordianus the Finder. "The Seven Wonders' provides a welcome opportunity to get to know
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Gordianus' adventures and Saylor's craft as awriter outside of his other historic novels. In this book, the reader follows
young Gordianus and his teacher Antipater of Sidon on an educational journey to visit the seven wonders of the
ancient world. At each wonder, Gordianus finds and solves a mystery until he comes to Egypt where he faces a
conspiracy against Rome that has silently developed in the shadow of hisjourney.l admit that | started this book
without great expectations but soon enjoyed reading it very much. The story iswell written and easy to read. In each

of its main chapters, the book introduces one of the seven wonders and entertains the reader with alittle mystery that
may not be spectacular, but is still interesting and always connected to the respective wonder. These stories about the
wonders are embedded in the background story of Gordianus' journey, that devel ops his personality and teaches him
not only about the seven wonders but also about the stressed relationship between Rome and the countries it has
conquered. That way, the story can be read (and especially re-read) as awhole or as a collection of single short
stories.In summary, | can recommend this book to anybody who enjoys ancient mystery storiesin general or wantsto
get to know the Gordianus booksin particular. The only complaint | have is about the background story that tells about
the growing resentment against Rome and thus provides a welcome connection between the enclosed stories about the
wonders. On the other hand, | found the climax of this background story at the end of the book to be rather weak and
unsatisfying.6 von 8 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. We who are reading salute you! Von Tanja
Kinkel Steven Saylor is mostly famous for his Roman mysteries series set during the last decades of the Roman
Republic, collectively known as Roma Sub Rosa and starring one Gordianus the Finder as his main detective. He also
published two multigeneration novels about Roman history - Roma and Empire which have nothing to do with the
Roma Sub Rosa series, and two collection of short stories featuring Gordianus, set at various points of hislife not
covered by the novels. While | always enjoy Saylor's style and way to give us believable Roman characters, not
contemporary ones dressed up in togas, my response to his booksis varied. Three of the Roma Sub Rosa novels|
really, truly love, and they're from the middle of the serie - Catilina's Riddle (deals with the Catilina conspiracy), The
Venus Throw (Clodia) and A Murder on the Appian Way (death of Clodius Pulcher). These three | would
unhesitatingly recommend to anyone. The others | like in varying degrees, and sometimes even see as interesting
failures. Asfor Romaand Empire, they're okay, but the very format prevents connecting with characters, and they feel
more like illustrated highlights of Roman history. So my expectations for this newest novel, which features Gordianus
again but is set in hisyouth, years before the Sub Rosa series starts, were that it could be anything from compelling to
merely okay-ish to "try again, Mr. Saylor" .Well, I'm happy to report thisone is a highlight again. Saylor has managed
to meld his short story and episodic epic approach to his mystery novel approach; the premise of the novel is that
young Gordianus (and he's really young, only 18 years old as opposed to the middle aged man he's through most of the
series) istravelling the ancient world with his Greek tutor in order to see the fabled Seven Wonders of the World, and
while he's at it also growing up in emotion and spirit as well as starting his life long penchant of solving mysteries. So
it'sacoming of age novel aswell as atravelogue through the ancient world, like a miniseries where every episode
takes place at a different place, but with an overreaching and connecting emotional arc. He'salso in great form
bringing the places and people to life, be they Ephesus, Halikarnass, Babylon, Rhodos or Egypt, and convey the awe
and amazement the wonders inspire (only one of which, the Pyramids at Gizeh, still exist today) in away that allows
the readers to share it, which isno mean feat. If you're familiar with the previous books ,then it's interesting to meet
Gordianus so young; he's both different and similar enough to his older self to be ajust out of teenagedom version of
his character, and because of all the mess that happened to Gordianus and his family over the course of the novels, the
youthful idealism feels like a breath of fresh air. Otoh if you have never read anything by Steven Saylor before - and
you can start with this novel, which requires no previous knowledge - then this effect will be missing, but thiswon't
stop you from enjoying the story.Of couse, Gordianus on his lonesome never was what made the Sub Rosa series so
compelling, but the fact that Saylor keeps throwing him against arich cast of interesting characters, some historical,
some not, some showing up in more than one novel, others limited to one book. In The Seven Wonders, we get a great
cast as well, and more interesting women in the same book than in any previous Saylor novel. Said previous novels
also feature great female characters, but percentage-wise they're simply more men around, and so in most of the
novels, you have more interesting men than interesting women per book. Not so here. My favourite is Bitto, the cousin
of Gordianus' tutor, who became a hetaira, but there are plenty of othersin all ages.Another ongoing theme: the overall
resentment of Rome as the new superpower of the Mediterrenean, which for Gordianus, a young Roman on hisfirst
trip abroad, is something he increasingly and keenly becomes aware of. Thisisn't just a question of atmosphere but ties
in the personal story of the novel, as his Greek tutor, Antipater, increasingly shows his own issues with Rome in a way
the man for obvious reasons never did when living at the place. (Speaking of, only the opening scenes of the novel are
set in Rome before the big journey starts, but they allow Saylor to describe a Roman funeral and pulling all the stops
there, which is great. Roman funerals were elaborate and highly theatrical affairs with mimes, and are immensely
entertaining to read about.)Complaints: only one. Now Gordianus in the series has been established as mostly straight
but not completely unreceptive to the occasional homoerotic impulse, though with one possible exception, he doesn't
follow up on it (being a married man for most of the series, he al'so doesn't follow up on heterosexual temptation, again
with one exception). In The Seven Wonders, at one point a young Gaul hits on him, and Gordianus says no, which isn't



my problem. It'sic (especially for ayounger, more naive Gordianus), not |east because the Gaul in question is quite
full of himself and more like an enthusiastic gold retriever than someone bothering with seduction, so a"err, thanks,
but no thanks" reaction is what this particular reader would have recomended, too. However, by the end of that
particular episode in a sudden reverse Saylor leaves it open whether Gordianus finally did come around to the Gaul
after all. Given that by contrast we're left in no doubt about the women he does and doesn't sleep with elsewhere in the
book, this strikes me as unworthy in its coyness. (Before anyone says anything, yes, I'm aware Saylor is gay himself
and also writes gay erotica. But each book should be judged on its own merits and not what its author does
elsewhere.)But thisis my only complaint. Otherwise, | really loved the book, and highly recommend it, whether or not
you've read anything of Saylor's before, especially if you want to read a historical novel set in the first century BC
which doesn't follow the usual patterns and manages to bring the ancient world alive (as opposed to focusing on one
particular part of it only, be that Rome or Egypt).0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. For
everybody who always wanted to know...Von Customer...how Gordianus found his Bethesda :-)But be careful: thisis
the most insignificant part of the book. Apart from that: a MUST for Gordianusians like me and anybody who enjoys
reading carefully researched historical novels!

KurzbeschreibungAn enthralling prequel to his bestselling Roma Sub Rosa series of mysteries set in the Ancient
World, Steven Saylor takes readers back to the younger days of Gordianus the Finder. The year is 92BC and
Gordianus has just turned eighteen and is about to embark on the adventure of alifetime: afar-flung journey to see the
Seven Wonders of the World.Gordianus is not yet called 'The Finder' - that title belongsto his father, who we meet in
these pages. But at each of the Seven Wonders, the wide-eyed Roman encounters a mystery to challenge his powers of
deduction. Hereis a portrait of a master sleuth in the making, the earliest exploits of the man who will become the
most sought-after investigator in Rome. Accompanying Gordianus on thistravelsis his tutor, Antipater of Sidon, the
world's most celebrated poet. Together, teacher and pupil journey to the fabled cities of Greece and Asia Minor, and
then on to Babylon and Egypt. They attend the Olympic Games, take part in exotic festivals, and marvel at the most
spectacular constructions ever devised by mankind.Praise for Steven Saylor:'Saylor expertly weaves the true history of
Rome with the lives and loves of itsfictional citizens.' Daily Express Saylor's scholarship is breathtaking and his
writing enthrals' Ruth RendellI'With the scal pel-like deftness of a Hollywood director, Saylor puts his finger on the
very essence of Roman history.' Times Literary Supplement'Readers will find his work wonderfully (and gracefully)
researched... thisis entertainment of the first order." Washington PostWerbetextAn enthralling prequel to the
Gordianus series from the bestselling author of Roma and Empire. Steven Saylor takes readers back to the younger
days of Gordianus the Finder.KurzbeschreibungAn enthralling prequel to his bestselling Roma Sub Rosa series of
mysteries set in the Ancient World, Steven Saylor takes readers back to the younger days of Gordianus the Finder. The
year is 92BC and Gordianus has just turned eighteen and is about to embark on the adventure of alifetime: afar-flung
journey to see the Seven Wonders of the World.Gordianus is not yet called 'The Finder' - that title belongsto his
father, who we meet in these pages. But at each of the Seven Wonders, the wide-eyed Roman encounters a mystery to
challenge his powers of deduction. Hereis a portrait of a master sleuth in the making, the earliest exploits of the man
who will become the most sought-after investigator in Rome. Accompanying Gordianus on this travelsis his tutor,
Antipater of Sidon, the world's most celebrated poet. Together, teacher and pupil journey to the fabled cities of Greece
and AsiaMinor, and then on to Babylon and Egypt. They attend the Olympic Games, take part in exotic festivals, and
marvel at the most spectacular constructions ever devised by mankind.Praise for Steven Saylor:'Saylor expertly
weaves the true history of Rome with the lives and loves of itsfictional citizens.' Daily ExpressSaylor's scholarship is
breathtaking and his writing enthrals' Ruth Rendell'With the scal pel-like deftness of a Hollywood director, Saylor puts
his finger on the very essence of Roman history.' Times Literary Supplement’'Readers will find his work wonderfully
(and gracefully) researched... thisis entertainment of the first order.' Washington Post



