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Von Samuel Butler : Erewhon (Xist Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Erewhon (Xist Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Greatest 
Accident of My LifeVon Brad M. SandersI was browsing the library and just happened to come across Erewhon. The 
picture on the cover of the book looked nice and it seemed like a nice novel about imaginary travels. I was in the mood 
for something adventurous, so I took it home and read it. It turned out to be one of the best books of my life, making 
me feel as if I'm not totally alone in the world with my opinions. Samuel Butler had a wonderful way of taking the 
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society he lived in and disguising it in a satire. Sometimes you have to really search, but you'll see that it's still there. 
I'm probably sounding very confusing, so I'll have to give an example. The Musical Banks represent the Christian 
Church. This took me a while to figure out. The Musical Banks are large decorative buildings with many frills and 
much impressive architechture. Inside there is singing. You take your money into this bank and give it to the attendant, 
who will, in turn, give you a second type of currency. This second currency is completely useless, but you must carry 
it around and go to the bank often to have any respectibility in society. Many things take a while to soak in completely, 
but once you do you will find yourself jumping up and down and screaming "I got it I got it!" Or maybe I'm just 
slow---either way- this is a really great book that's well written. It can get dull at points when Butler begins to babble, 
but for the most part it's very interesting. It's 2:00 AM or something so if what I'm writing doesn't make sense, you'll 
know why. I also recommend Butler's, "The Way of All Flesh."1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. The most brilliant satire of the 19th CenturyVon Doug VaughnI have just reread Samuel Butler's Erewhon, a 
book described by Lewis Mumford as having 'a sunny malice'. Personally I don't find anything malicious in this tale. 
He does stand just about every taken for granted convention of Victorian society (and the world still) on its head, and 
has great fun doing it, but the end result is to force the reader to think long and hard about much that is usually 
accepted without thinking.In Erewhon, criminals are considered to be ill and are 'treated' by 'straightners' who make 
them well, whereas those who have physical illnesses (or suffer bad luck) are considered criminal and are tried and 
punished. Thus an embezzler will be treated for his 'illness' and the party who was robbed will be tried in the Court of 
Misplaced Confidence. The consistency with which Butler carries through with this conceit is impressive and 
consistently entertaining, and this is only one of the 'curious' conventions of Erewhonian society.My favorite part of 
the novel is the section that purports to be a classic text from the College of Unreason, 'The Book of the Machines'. 
Modeled on Darwin's writings, this text explains how machines are on an evolutionary track that will surpass and then 
come to dominate their human creators. The detail of the argument is impressive (the discussion of 'vestigial organs' in 
machines is hysterical and accurate), and no matter how far fetched it must have seemed in 1872 when the book was 
published, it seems much less a satire and more a serious fear today.This is a book of great intelligence and wicked 
humor. As a simultaneous mind stretching exercise and laugh generating experience I can think of few novels of any 
age that are its peer.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A forgotten gemVon Ein KundeI felt 
honour-bound to review this Victorian English Book as it surely must have been an inspiration to later authors such as 
Kafka and Orwell. A 'gulliver-esque' tale is told wherein a traveller chances upon a strange world where the 
conventional rules of our society are turned upon their head - the ill are sent to prison and criminals are given pity 
understanding. Despite the age of the book, it is not a difficult read, and is very underrated (or perhaps just 
overlooked?)

KurzbeschreibungMachines with a self-consciousness in the 19th century?Property, marriage, the law; as the bed to 
the river, so rule and convention to the instinct; and woe to him who tampers with the banks while the flood is 
flowing. - Samuel Butler, ErewhonErewhon by Samuel Butler is a satiric novel with the action set in a part utopian, 
part dystopian society where all our conventions are turned upside down. In this society, the ill are treated as criminals 
and criminals are treated like recoverable. There are no machines in the world, mainly because they are considered 
dangerous, capable of evolving into self-sufficient and self-conscious beings. This Xist Classics edition has been 
professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This ebook also contains a bonus book club 
leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope youll share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues 
and cant wait to hear what you have to say about it.KurzbeschreibungMachines with a self-consciousness in the 19th 
century?Property, marriage, the law; as the bed to the river, so rule and convention to the instinct; and woe to him who 
tampers with the banks while the flood is flowing. - Samuel Butler, ErewhonErewhon by Samuel Butler is a satiric 
novel with the action set in a part utopian, part dystopian society where all our conventions are turned upside down. In 
this society, the ill are treated as criminals and criminals are treated like recoverable. There are no machines in the 
world, mainly because they are considered dangerous, capable of evolving into self-sufficient and self-conscious 
beings. This Xist Classics edition has been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This 
ebook also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope youll share this book with 
your friends, neighbors and colleagues and cant wait to hear what you have to say about it.Synopsis Written in the 
tradition of Jonathan Swift's "Gulliver's Travels", English novelist, essayist, and iconoclast Samuel Butler (1835-1902) 
describes an imaginary visit to a topsy-turvy country called Erewhon (an anagram of "nowhere"), where it is a 
punishable offence to be physically ill, but where criminality and immorality are looked kindly upon as treatable 
diseases. The English church is pilloried in the system of "Musical Banks," whose currency nobody believes in but 
everyone pretends to value. Universities teach courses on how to say nothing at great length, and all machines have 
been banned for fear that they will develop through evolution and enslave the citizens. 


