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Von William Peter Grasso : East Wind Returns (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised East Wind Returns (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Excellent mix of alternate history, adventure romanceVon bladerunner2180What if the Trinity test explosion fails 
because of a design failure of the implosion device? What if through accidents and negligence the available enriched 
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uranium of the US nuclear bomb program has been destroyed, forcing the United States to go ahead with its planned 
invasion of the Japanese home islands? And worse, what if the Japanese themselves have built their own nuclear 
device, using the enriched German uranium?Set against the impending - and later, unfolding - events of Operation 
Downfall (specifically: Operation Olympic, the invasion of Kyushu), Grasso spins a very convincing story. With the 
American uranium stores destroyed in a fire - with both, scientists and army guards blaming one another - and the 
initial plutonium-based device not working, President Truman sees no alternative other than to go ahead with putting 
American boots on Japanese ground. Unbeknownst to the him, the Japanese have successfully tested an atom bomb of 
their own off the coast of Korea and are now planning to put their remaining weapon to good use. The Navy opts for a 
suicide run against either San Francisco or the invasion fleet. The Imperial Army wants to use the weapon on a key 
invasion beacj to inflict horrible casualties on MacArthur's task force and break the US spearheads in two. And the 
new prime minister secretly prays for common sense to prevail and a peace deal to be reached.Like much the Japanese 
Navy proposed during the latter days of WW II their suicide run turns out to be impractical. The weapon is too large to 
be carried inside even their bigger submarines, and to be activated they would have to surface and manually prime it - 
in the middle of enemy forces. Thus the task of putting the bomb to good use is awarded to the army. The author also 
explains quite vividly why a delivery by airplane would be impossible for the Japanese. In an already strong novel, 
these are the strongest parts. It clearly shows that Grasso knows his trade, filling the flight scenes with just the right 
mix of technical knowhow and lively imagery. It is here where the danger of flying lurks just beneath the surface: 
mechanical and human failure can turn even straight flights in good weather into deadly events. It only gets worse 
when its cold, you're flying through anti-aircraft fire, and you've got Japanese fighters on your tail.I've got to commend 
Grasso for his choice of tense and point of view.The author employs a strange mix of past and present tense narration, 
but at no point in the novel was I put off by that. In fact, it immersed me deeper into the story, making it actually 
feeling closer, more personal.The main POV character of East Wind Returns is Cpt. John Worth, a recon pilot 
operating from an airfield on Okinawa. He's an expert flyer, and we witness most of the story through his eyes as he 
experiences the uncertainties and dangers of war: new comrades appear, only to never return from a mission; the 
Japanese adapt their tactics to ever more deadly ones; trouble brews back on the base with a pampered fighter jock; 
and true love blossoms between him and Lt. Marjorie Braden. Grasso writes a believable love story in the face of war 
without it being cheesy or overbearing, and quite unlike what I thought when I began reading the novel, it adds to it 
more than I thought it would detract (because most people can't write good romance).There's not a single character in 
it without a certain depth to him or her; even the secondary ones are more than fleshed out. If I sound as if I'm heaping 
praise on East Wind Returns... well, I am, deservedly so. Without it feeling rushed or shortened, Grasso manages in 
barely 90,000 words to feature a love story, the story surrounding an American invasion of Kyushu, a nuclear plot, 
personal rivalry and - something I criticized as severely lacking in my last fiction review Hitler's War - a look on the 
macro-perspective, showing the discussions and decision-making of the Japanese and American leadership. This also 
includes a twist at the end.This is the hallmark of a well-structured novel. It's got everything: alternate history, 
adventure, drama, and a love story. I highly recommend it.

KurzbeschreibungA young but veteran recon pilot in WW2 finds the fate of the greatest invasion in historyand the life 
of the nurse he lovesresting perilously on his shoulders.East Wind Returns is a story of WW2 set in July-November 
1945 which explores a very different road to that conflicts historic conclusion. The American war leaders grapple with 
a crippling setback: their secret atomic bomb does not work. The invasion of Japan seems the only option to bring the 
war to a close. When those leaders suppress intelligence of a Japanese atomic weapon poised against the invasion 
forces, it falls to photo reconnaissance pilot John Worth to find the Japanese device. Political intrigue is mixed with 
passionate romance and exciting aerial actionthe terror of enemy fighters, anti-aircraft fire, mechanical malfunctions, 
deadly weather, and the Kamikaze. When shot down by friendly fire over southern Japan during the American 
invasion, Worth leads the desperate mission that seeks to deactivate the device. Turning back the clock to 1942, follow 
John Worths exploits as an eager rookie pilot in Grassos Operation Long Jump.KurzbeschreibungA young but veteran 
recon pilot in WW2 finds the fate of the greatest invasion in historyand the life of the nurse he lovesresting perilously 
on his shoulders.East Wind Returns is a story of WW2 set in July-November 1945 which explores a very different 
road to that conflicts historic conclusion. The American war leaders grapple with a crippling setback: their secret 
atomic bomb does not work. The invasion of Japan seems the only option to bring the war to a close. When those 
leaders suppress intelligence of a Japanese atomic weapon poised against the invasion forces, it falls to photo 
reconnaissance pilot John Worth to find the Japanese device. Political intrigue is mixed with passionate romance and 
exciting aerial actionthe terror of enemy fighters, anti-aircraft fire, mechanical malfunctions, deadly weather, and the 
Kamikaze. When shot down by friendly fire over southern Japan during the American invasion, Worth leads the 
desperate mission that seeks to deactivate the device. Turning back the clock to 1942, follow John Worths exploits as 
an eager rookie pilot in Grassos Operation Long Jump.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeHistory is a parade of 



chance outcomes, influenced by any number of natural forces and human whims. As a lifelong student of history and 
lover of alternative historical fiction, William Peter Grasso's novels explore the concept "change one thing...and watch 
what happens." In this fast-paced debut novel, East Wind Returns, the atomic hegemony in the summer of 1945 is 
turned on its head. Retired from the aircraft maintenance industry, William Peter Grasso is a veteran of the US Army 
and served in Operation Desert Storm as a flight crew member with the Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF). These days, 
he confines his aviation activities to building and flying radio-controlled model aircraft. 


